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Raju helps Morgantown and the world to see more clearly

BY ANDREA LEGGE
Tha Dominion Post

Dr. V.K. Raju sees the world
clearly — and through his work
in Morgantown as well as over-
seas, he is making sure others see
it clearly too.

Raju, an ophthalmologist, has lived
nMorgantown for 30 vears and has an
extensive professional background.
He has received numerous awards
and is a member of many profession-
al societies. Raju’s main interest is
comeal transplants.

He eamned his medical degree in
India, and did his residency and fel-
lowshipat the University of London.
After passing the Fellow of the Royal
College of Surgeons exam. he came to
Morgantown to jon the WVU Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology in 1977

In 1984, Raju went into private
practice and fovmded the Monangalia
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Eye Clinic, which offers general eye
care as well as cataract, corneal and

“I trust him implicitly with the
care that he gives,” said Deborah
Miller. a patient at the Monongalia Eye
Clinic. “His staff has that same caring
viewpoint. He wants you to preserve
your vision since that’s so impor-
tant.”

Dr. John Linberg, a professor at the
WVU Eve Institute, said a gift by Raju
helped the Department of Ophiha]
mology create asurgical teaching lab-
oratory. Raju also established an
endowed lectureship at WVU devoted
to ssues of ethics and history in oph-
thalmalogy.

“He's a very
friendly, highly
competent physi-
cian who cares
about and is con-
cerned about ethi-
cal issues of oph-

halmology,” said

est in the community and in our
‘world " Miller said. “He has the big-pic-
ture view that lots of us don't neces-
sarily have.”

Raju established the Eye Founda-
than of America in 1979 tomake eye cae
available to people who carmot afford
it, ially children. The founda-

Linberg, who
worked with Raju
inthe WVU Depn:n
ment of Ophthalmology and.

to interact with him prul‘essmua.!l)
“He's a very warm and caring per-
son who is comumitted 1o helping ndi-
vidual patients and his conununity.”

Raju's aphthalmology work extends
beyond Morgantown.

He has traveled to eight Aftican
countries and Afghanistan for his
work He also gnesto India twice ayear
for the Eve Relief Project, where he
teaches and volunteers his services.

“T'm very impressed with his inter-
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tion created the Srikiran Eye Institute
in 1893, which has provided medical
care to more than 400,000 patients,
and the Goutami Eye Institute, in
2006. Both are in India.

According to the Eye Foundation
of America Web site, 13 million people
are blind in India, and 81 pervent of this
blindness s caused by cataracts Raju's
main focus is the prevention of blind-
ness in children and reaching them
early with the latest technology.

*“Today, just a 3minute operation
can cure blindness for 70-plus years,”
Raju said “Thirty years ago, noth-
ing existed like that. All of this should

‘e done very early, within the first year
or two of [a child's] life. Most mod-
e technology won't help if you don’t
reach them in time.”

Raju said that sometimes ifa vita-
min A capsu.le. which costs only a
few cents, is not available to children,
they can become bimd very early mlife.

“If it doesn’t reach in time, the
child is already blind or dead.” he
said.

The Eye Foundation is working
to provide this vitamin to kids in 15
countries.

To pursue his ongomg goals. Raju
said it is necessary to “keeplearning
z-ulim! mvolved in research and writ-

Raruhas}vadruan\ papers on oph-
thalmology published and continues
to submit his work. Most recently.
e finished two chapters on comeal dis-
eases in two books, he said Heremains
aclinical professor at WU and keeps

PROFESSION: Ophthalmol-
ogist

RESIDENCE: Morgantown
FAMILY: Married with two
children

HOBBIES: Playing tennis,
going to the gym

QUOTE: “Yesterday is a
canceled check. Tomormow
is a promissory note. Today
is the cash. The best day of
our life is today.”

domg research

“You keep teaching because you
haverokeeplm'u.mg andlearnimg is
my true love,” Raju said. “If you do
research and keep learning. you give
the best clinical care to the patients.”



