Article - Rotary sponsors doctor’s visit from Calcutta, India

Publication:The Dominion Post;Date:Jan 4, 2009;Section:Club News;Page Number:31

Rotary sponsors doctor’s
visit from Calcutta, India

Submitted to The Dominion Post

Dir. WK Raju, an ophthahnologist
on the Mon General medical staff,
recently hosted a visiting ophthal-
maologist from Caleutta, India, who
came to the United States to learn
how patients are cared for in this
COuntry.

Dir. Dipanjan Pal’s visit was spon-
sored by the Rotary Club of Mor-
gantowrl, along with the American
Academy of Ophthalmology and the
Eve Foundation of American. Dur-
ing the past 30 years, more thamn 400
ophthalmic physician exchanges
have ocourred between the United
States, Canada, Britain and India.
The parpose of these exchanges 1s to
reduce the rate of avoidable blind-
ness and visual mpairment in these
countries.

The Rotary guest ophthalmolo-
gists come to the United States for two
weelks, The first weel is spent in a
community where they experience
professional, ecacational, cultural and
social activities. During the second
weel, they attend the annual meet-
ing of the American Academy of
Ophthalmology, where they learn
about the latest ophthalmic tech-
nology and equipment. Upon retirmn-
ing home, they share what they
learned with their colleagues.
Through participation in the pro-
ject, the doctors update their skills,
bhroaden their knowledge, and estab-
lish professional relationships.

Pal, who has been an ophthal-
mologist since 1996, practices at the
Privamvada Birla Aravind Eve Hos-
pital in Caleutta where he is a con-
sultant in glaucoma services. The
Aravind Eye Care system in India is
the world's largest eve care provider,
The aim of this hospital systemis to
always be thinking about afford-
ability and accessibility.

The Eve Foundation of Ameri-
ca has founded two institutions in
India. The latest is Goutami Eve
Institute in southern India, which
concentrates on the prevention and

mrrn nF Rlindnace amd riciral waeeals

mhtml:file://J:\Dominion post articles\Article - Rotary sponsors doctor’s visit from Calcutt...

Submittsd photo

Dr. V.K. Raju, (seated) shows Dr.
Dipanjan Pal, a visiting ophthal-
mologist from India, a handheld
device used to measure eye pres-
sure and screen for glaucoma. Pal
spent the week of Oct. 29-Nov. &
observing Raju as part of an edu-
cational exchange program.

has been changing rapidly,” Raju
sald. A lot of the change in eve care
m India has been spearheaded by the
American Academy of Ophthal-
mology, which is “an incredible
teaching institution.”

During his week with Raju, Pal
had the chance to ohserve an eve
surgery in the operating room and
see how patients are treated in the
clinical setting. The two doctors
also had the chance to discuss a
project on Amniotic Membrane
Transplantation for the treatment of
eve disorders.

“TI've mostly been observing Raju
and the way things are done over
here,” Pal said. He arrived in Mor-
gantowt on Oct. 29 and left on Nowv.
G for the AAD annual meeting.

The two things that stood out the
most to Pal during his visit was

how doctors interact with patients
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lems in children. “T have always
felt that the world is becorming small-
er,” Raju said, as to why he partic-
ipates in the visiting ophthalmaolo-
gists program. “However, I feel the
hest health care in the world is still
here in the United States, only if
We can appreciate it.

“People come from all over the
world to attend the AAQ’s annual
meeting,” he said. “The American
Academy is committed to teaching
and the transfer of knowledge.™

*Americans are not hated in
other countries,” Raju said. “People
in other countries imitate Ameri-
cans,” he said.

“During the last 15 vears, India
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that are in place.

“The individual attention to the
patients is a very high priority
here,” Pal said. “That is verv impor-
tant to the patients, and they really
appreciate it.

“That individual attention is
lacking in India.” he said. “The
main problem is the dector to patiert
ratio. The muomber of patients per doc-
tor is much higher in India, which
makes it difficult to give individ-
ual attention.”

However, efforts are under wav to
change that, Raju said. New med-
ical schools are being built in India
i hopes of mereasing the mumber of
ophthalmeologists available.
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